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The waterfront scheme is being developed
jointly by St. Modwen Developments and
Halton Borough Council and has been
given the green light with work due to start
on site within weeks.

Agreements have been reached with a
number of operators which, on completion,
will create a new focus for family-orientated
entertainment in the borough.

Artists impression of Venture Fields
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The recent announcement of an imminent start
date for the new cinema, bowling alley, ice rink
and associated restaurants at Venture Fields
represents a giant step towards the long held
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The design for Halton’s new multi-million pound leisure scheme Venture Fields has been unveiled.

Venture Fields will include a five-screen
3D-enabled cinema operated by Reel
Cinemas; a bowling alley operating as
Widnes Superbowl, with children’s activity
centre; a 36,000 sq ft Ice Rink operated
by Planet Ice; an Italian American style
restaurant, Frankie and Benny’s and

a 60-bedroom hotel with an adjoining
7,500 sq ft restaurant.

aspiration of the Council and its partners to
create a new leisure destination for the whole
of the Borough at Widnes Waterfront.

The development at Venture Fields is, however,
but one element within the wider vision for the
Waterfront and it is, therefore, vital that we can
demonstrate to the development community
and potential end-users that the Waterfront has
a pipeline of potential employment sites.

Over the next few years the Council and its
partners will be working hard to bring forward
the former Gyproc and former Bayer sites
and in so doing create new, sustainable,

Michelle Taylor, regional director at
St. Modwen said:

“Venture Fields represents ten years of
hard work by all those involved and is a
significant milestone in the regeneration of
Widnes Waterfront. The ice rink at Venture
Fields will not only provide much needed
leisure facilities for the borough but will
also attract people from all over the North
West, which can only act as a catalyst for
further investment”

Halton Borough Council Leader, ClIr Rob
Polhill, said:

“This news is very much welcome and
long-awaited. To provide the people of
Halton with high quality leisure facilities that
the area deserves has been an aspiration
of ours for a number of years and we are
delighted this goal has now been realised.
The development will regenerate a large
part of Widnes Waterfront and create job
opportunities for local people.”

With the full set of operators now identified
and building work due to commence,
Venture Fields is set to welcome its first
visitors in the autumn of 2011.

employment opportunities for the people
of Halton.

The development of Venture Fields clearly
demonstrates the determination of the

Council and its partners to drive forward the
regeneration of the Waterfront. That same
determination will, | am confident, bear fruit
over the coming years as companies continue
to move to the Waterfront and in so doing
create jobs and prosperity.
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Future Flower blooms on
Widnes Waterfront

The iconic 14 metre-high, wind-powered illuminated flower on the banks of the River Mersey has been
launched to great success in Widnes. The Future Flower was opened by the Leader of Halton Borough
Council, ClIr Rob Polhill, in an event attended by local dignitaries, members of the project team and

Work on Future Flower
helps Halton school
pupils blossom

primary school children from the area.

The Flower received some fantastic
coverage on Granada Reports when the
evening weather forecast with Fred Talbot
was broadcast from the site.

The Future Flower has 120 metallic petals
that flutter in the wind and is illuminated by
60 low-powered LEDs in various shades
of red with their intensity depending on
the wind’s strength and direction.

Designed by award-winning architects,
Tonkin Liu, as part of an international
design competition and funded by the
NWDA, the completion of the Future
Flower is another milestone in the
ongoing Widnes Waterfront Regeneration
Programme.

The ceremony also saw the official
opening of the new Carter House Bridge
over the Sankey Canal, part of the
ongoing work to open up this section

of the waterway for public use.

Clir Rob Polhill, Leader of Halton Borough
Council, said:

“The Future Flower is an amazing piece
of artwork that reflects our commitment
to successtully regenerate this important
part of the borough. We are proud to see
how quickly the Widnes Waterfront area
is developing and expect thousands of
people to enjoy the Future Flower over
coming months.”

School pupils from Halebank C of E Primary School and
St Gerard’s RC Primary School got involved in the Future

Flower project this spring.

The schools participated in the project
through the Small School Arts Cluster,
which encourages arts-related activities
in some of Halton’s primary schools.

The Council gave a presentation to
both schools, followed by site visits
during the construction of the Future
Flower. Pupils were able to interview
Council officers, contractors and the
architect involved whilst seeing the
Future Flower come to life on site.

Some of the children attended the
launch day where their work was
displayed and the launch attendees
had the opportunity to view their work
and ask questions.

Following the launch, St Gerard’s
has continued to do project work
based around the Flower and recently
produced a Future Flower video that
most of the school worked on.

The video is about the Flower arriving in
the industrial area of Widnes Waterfront
and contains videos, images and music
created by the children.

Halebank C of E Primary School
appointed its own architect to work
with the children to create new features
for their playground. Using railway
beams they created small stages,

a sitting area, planted a wild flower
garden and have started to grow their
own vegetables.

Gyproc site
cleared to
make way
for new
business

The former Gyproc building
has now been demolished and
the site is now clear for future
development.

The NWDA funded ‘Land Acquisition’
project facilitated the purchase of the
3.97 acre (1.61ha) site on Dennis
Road formerly in the ownership of
British Gypsum.

The purchase secured future expansion
space for the Widnes Waterfront
programme and consolidated the
Council’s land holdings in the area.

It is anticipated the whole area together
will potentially provide over 13,000 sq m
of new business space.

Halton Borough Council is close to
appointing agents for the site.




THE FUTURE’S BRIGHT
for the Sankey Canal

The new Carter House Bridge was successfully launched alongside the Future Flower by the Mayor and

Mayoress of Halton.

The Carter House Bridge plays a crucial
role in the reinstatement of the Sankey
Canal and its links to the Widnes
Waterfront and Trans Pennine Trail.

Plans to secure further funding to allow
the reopening of the canal between
Fiddlers Ferry and Spike Island are
underway; proposals include the
replacement of other fixed crossings
along this stretch of canal. The
improvements will hopefully restore full
navigation to the canal and help boost
the local economy.

Eadon Consulting, working for Cheetham
Hill Construction, was responsible for
the structural and mechanical design

of the bridge including providing full
manufacturing drawings to the bridge
supplier, Ekspan Ltd.

Work
commences
at Bayer

Halton Borough Council
has started the second
phase of site investigation
works at the Bayer site

on Gorsey Lane.

The Northwest Regional
Development Agency (NWDA)
bought the 40-acre site in June
2009 in a strategic move on
behalf of Halton Borough Council.

The £6.1m deal for the land and
the remediation of the site, which
was occupied by chemicals
company Bayer Crop Science,

is a key element of the Council’s
redevelopment of the Waterfront
area.

The master planning exercise
will be carried out once the site
investigation report is complete.

Halton Borough
Council announces
new Business
Parks Team

In April, Halton Borough Council underwent a major internal
reorganisation, which has resulted in a number of changes
within the Business Development Team.

Leeon Wong has taken up the post as
Business Parks Manager and will be
assisted by Diane Robinson, one of two
new Business Development Officers.

Steve Clark, who previously held a
business development role and supported
Gareth Bennett who was the previous
Business Parks Manager, has now retired.

Leeon & Diane will be looking at various
ways of improving business support,
including ensuring that companies are
kept aware of local and national training
initiatives and networking opportunities.

Leeon has extensive experience in the
private sector and has worked across
the whole spectrum of the property and
construction industry.

For the last seven years, Diane has
worked in the Major Projects Team within
the Council.

Working on the Widnes Waterfront
project, she has been involved in the
process of transforming over 200 acres
of former brownfield land into the highly
successful Business Park that continues
to develop today.




St. Modwen and Halton Councll

awarded for Widnes Regeneration

St. Modwen Properties and Halton Borough Council won the inaugural Strategic Alliance Award at this
year’s Insider North West Property Awards.

They were recognised for their joint
achievements with Widnes Regeneration
Ltd, which was established in 1999 to tackle
the issues faced in Widnes town centre.

The Strategic Alliance Award was
established this year to ‘recognise the
importance of partnership working at a
time when finance is hard to come by’.

Michelle Taylor, regional director of
St. Modwen, said:

“Our close partnership with the Council
has been a key factor in helping us drive

the regeneration of Widnes forward.
Even in an extremely challenging market
we have managed to deliver, and we
are delighted our joint achieverments
have been recognised.”

In the last decade, Widnes Regeneration Ltd
has completely transformed and revitalised
the town centre, leading to substantial
new investment in adjoining areas.

More than 870 guests were at Manchester
Central to see Widnes Regeneration pick
up the award at the glittering black tie
event, hosted by TV star Jimmy Carr.

David Parr, Chief Executive of Halton Council; Michelle
Taylor, Regional Director of St Modwen and Council Leader
Rob Polhill

United Utilities project
piping Investment into Halton

United Utilities started work this September on a major new development to ensure Halton homes and
businesses in and around the Waterfront have a reliable water supply for decades to come.

Currently Widnes Waterfront and Fiddlers
Ferry Power Station use the same water
supply as residents in the surrounding
area, which has been known to cause
residents occasional lower water pressure.

Northwest water company United Utilities
is boosting its supply network in the
area, by linking existing aqueducts which
bring water into the region from Wales
and by laying a new 2.5km water main
from Dans Road through to the Tanhouse
Industrial Estate.

The £3 million project, a direct response
to the growth in the Halton area and

the needs of the Widnes Waterfront
development, will improve the overall

reliability of the local water network by
making it more flexible, reduce the risk
of leakage and ensure a high standard of
service to new and existing customers.

Daniel Smith, United Utilities’ Project
Manager, said:

“The new water main will support the
continuing economic development of
the area, by ensuring local homes and
businesses have a secure water supply.

“We have worked with the community

and the Council to make sure the project
is delivered with the least amount of
inconvenience possible. We plan to keep
the roads open and moving, maintain bus

routes and deliveries at all times. Our
route for the new pipeline runs along
the Fiddlers Ferry Road but is mainly
in the grass verges along Dans Road.

“We are also using advanced
drilling techniques to avoid disruption
at the traffic roundabouts.”

Work is scheduled to commence in
September 2010, and is due to complete
in October 2011.

The investment is part of a bumper
investment plan for the North West’s
water and sewerage infrastructure, which
will see £3.6 billion invested between
2010-2015.

Heron Business Park lettings create

MASSIVE JOBS BOOST

Lettings totalling 12,000 sq ft were completed with AB (Electrical) Engineering, Widnes Electrical Supplies,
Locpac, AS Autocare, JB Rewinds and Stairlift Mobility moving to the development in Tan House Lane.

The second phase of the park comprises
a total of 19 units set within five separate
terraces. The units are available in a range
of sizes from 1,618 sq ft (150 sq m) up to
23,437 sq ft (2,177 sq m).

The units are designed to a high standard
and have a “very good” BREEAM rating.
They benefit from steel portal framed
buildings with clear height of four to six
metres, dedicated loading and parking
areas for each unit, generous landscaping
to Tan House Lane elevation and high
quality finishes and design.

Richard Bakes, development manager
at St Modwen, said:

“These latest lettings are further evidence
that Heron Business Park is the

natural choice for businesses seeking
high-quality industrial premises in

the Borough.”

Located at the heart of Widnes Waterfront,
Heron Business Park is funded by

St Modwen and the Northwest Regional
Development Agency (NWDA) and
supported by Halton Borough Council.

Jellybeans Play Centre
opens, leaving just one unit

left at Widnes Trade Park

With Jellybeans now open, just one unit remains available at the
strategically-located Widnes Trade Park, after seven of its eight
units were occupied by businesses.

The Jellybeans Play Centre now
occupies 14,000 sq ft at Unit 4.

Bev Morris, manager at Jellybeans,
commented:

“We can cater for older and younger
children and host parties during
opening hours as well as exclusive
parties outside of opening hours.”

The spate of lettings from companies
such as B&Q, Johnstone’s, Screwfix
and Edmunson Electrical, leaves the

6,000 sq ft Unit 2A as the sole remaining
unit at Widnes Trade Park.

Situated within the Widnes Waterfront
Regeneration Area on Dennis Road,

the park comprises eight high-quality
detached and terraced units, suitable
for trade counter and warehouse use.

The retention of existing industrial users
and introduction of new businesses

is vitally important to the success of
the Waterfront.

The success of Heron and nearby
Widnes Trade Park is being emulated
by Turnstone Business Park where
occupiers now include Connaught plc,
Edmundson Electrical, Aerelink Limited,
Halton Borough Council, LTS Envirosafe
and Headstart Academy.

There are now just four self-contained
office buildings available at Turnstone.




Mersey Gateway funding
proposals confirmed by Chancellor

Mersey Gateway Project officials have expressed their satisfaction after Chancellor of the Exchequer,
George Osborne, confirmed the funding proposals for the project.

Mr Osborne announced that funding

for the project would be provided as

part of October’'s Spending Review
announcement and provided further detail
of the funding arrangements in a letter

to Halton MP Derek Twigg.

The letter confirms that during the next
four years around £80 million will be
provided to assist with land acquisition
and project development costs, as well
as committing to providing the additional
long-term funding required to deliver the
new bridge.

Clir Rob Polhill, Leader of Halton Borough
Council, said: “The announcement that
the project had been green-lighted
financially was a massive step forward for
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us and we're delighted that now, as the
detall starts to emerge, it is clear that
the Government has decided to fully
back us financially.

“This now means that we can begin to
look forward to an announcement on the
planning applications and orders and get
on with the important job of delivering the
Mersey Gateway.”

Steve Nicholson, Mersey Gateway Project
Director, said: “This letter confirms our
understanding of the funding commitment
from Government including an up-front
contribution of around £80 million now,
with additional financial support from
Government over the next five years.
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“We will now be working with Government
to establish the most effective draw down
of this additional funding to achieve best
value for money.

“The funding options identified are now
being assessed with Department for
Transport officials and we expect the
remaining details to be confirmed in the
near future. But the Government
commitment announced this week,
enables us to take the project forward,
subject to receiving planning approval
in due course.”

Further information

Sara Munikwa
Widnes Waterfront Programme Manager
sara.munikwa@halton.gov.uk

Halton Borough Council, Municipal Building
Widnes, Cheshire WA8 7QF

Tel 0151 471 7347 Fax 0151 471 7418

www.widneswaterfront.co.uk



