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Outputs

It is envisaged that the Widnes Waterfront Economic
Development Zone will deliver the following outputs:

• 104,000 square metres 
of new industrial/commercial floorspace

• 2,700 new jobs created

• 44 hectacres of land reclaimed

• 27 hectacres of land improved

• 28 hectacres of land serviced

• 3,400 people trained
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Site

Widnes Waterfront is a major initiative which will transform 80 hectares of low quality
industrial land on the banks of the River Mersey and Sankey Canal to the south of
Widnes Town Centre into a 21st century commercial and industrial centre.

A Masterplan has been produced which sets out a vision and regeneration strategy
for the creation of one of the North West’s main Economic Development Zones.

The Waterfront area will become a focus for commercial, office, tourism and industrial
development, creating around 2700 new jobs within a high quality waterfront setting.

Industry
The Masterplan attached great importance to the retention
of existing industrial users and has allowed for their
inclusion as part of the overall regeneration framework,
particularly focusing on environmental improvements.

New industrial development will be focused towards 
the east of the Waterfront Economic Development Zone,
towards the existing manufacturing focus of Shell Green.

This will allow those areas closer to the town centre,
along the boulevard and adjacent to the riverside park, 
to be retained for ‘lighter’ uses such as offices, leisure 
and high tech employment. This also has the benefit of
ensuring that the heavy industrial traffic will be kept away
from the core of the Waterfront area and will use Fiddlers 
Ferry Road and Tanhouse Lane instead.

Careful attention will be paid to the design of industrial
space to ensure that they do not detract from the high
environmental quality of the overall area. Extensive
landscaping and tree planting will be developed to
enhance blank elevations of larger industrial units.

The high quality design and landscaping strategies
adopted within the Widnes Waterfront area will be
adopted to cover associated development sites coming
on stream nearby to ensure that the EDZ delivers the
maximum benefits over the widest possible area.

Waterside Park
Building upon the successful environmental improvements
at Spike Island, a new Waterside Park will be developed
along the banks of the River Mersey and Sankey Canal.

This new parkland environment will provide a high quality
setting within which new investment will be attracted. 
The area will comprise a mixture of hard surfaced public
spaces and soft landscape parkland areas with trees,
seating areas, lighting and public art.

Recreational routes and leisure activity will be encouraged
along the waterside. The TransPennine Trail long distance
cycle route already runs through the area and plans are
being developed which will hopefully see the Sankey
Canal restored and reopened to boats.

The Warth also forms part of the waterside environment 
and is an important ecological habitat for birdlife. As well 
as providing opportunities for leisure activity a further
objective of the Waterside Park will be to enhance its
nature conservation value.

It is envisaged that leisure and visitor attractions will be
built on the waterfront to take advantage of the spectacular
views and quality setting.

This may include opportunities for a museum, visitor centre
or commercial leisure facilities.
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